Heart transplantation in patients with amyloidosis.
Cardiac transplantation is currently the only established surgical approach to the treatment of refractory heart failure. Heart transplantation because of amyloid cardiomyopathy continues to generate controversy because of donor shortage and concerns about disease recurrence in the allograft. We reviewed the medical records for all patients who underwent heart transplantation at our institution from 1987 to 2007, and found that 4 patients were diagnosed as having amyloid cardiomyopathy after pathologic examination of the excised hearts. No operative mortality was noted; however, all of the patients died of sepsis after transplantation. Because of the poor results, we do not recommended performing transplantation in patients with amyloidosis. Preoperative surveys and evaluation for amyloidosis must be emphasized in patients with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.